Celebrations & Concerns
March
March 1
March 3
March 4
March 8

https://universityunitedmethodist.org
March 9
March 10
March 14
March 18
March 19
March 22
March 23
March 30
March 31

Please remember:

Shelia Watson
Lakisha Molin
Shirley Lynch
Krishna Heyward
Delores Casey
Elbert Spann
Ethan Bonds
Ronald Walker
Wanda Roddy
Terry Phillips
Lonnie Watson, II
Lamar Love
Lisa Rose
Nickolas Guess
Taleatha Bell
Rodney Bonds
Pastor John Russell

Join us this Sunday!
9:00—9:45 AM - Sunday School
10:00 AM - Worship Service (new time)
–

University United Methodist Church
5959 Grandview Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46228
317-257-0237
Website: https://universityunitedmethodist.org
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Youth Announcements
Youth Retreat
The 2020 THRIVE Retreat is designed and created for children and
youth at University United Methodist Church to engage in meaningful
worship, powerful messages, and fun activities. It will be a time for our
children and youth to make connections with each other as Disciples
of Christ. This event will be a weekend retreat that will take place at
Camp Jameson Friday, March 27- March 29th. The deadline to register
is March 8th. Please see Jamie or Jennifer Rogers for additional information.
Girl Scout Cookies for Sale
Its not too late to purchase your final boxes of girl scout cookies from
University's Girl Scout Troop 2584. Boxes are $5 each. Please see any
girl scout, Jamie Rogers, or Rhea Chestnut Woodford to make any purchase. Help us meet our goal to visit New York City this summer.
Confirmation Mission Project

-

This spring the Confirmation group would like you to help in “Opening a
New Chapter in Someone Else’s Life” by sponsoring a book drive to
start our own Free Little Library for children in our community. From
March 8th to April 5th the confirmation class will have boxes around
the church where you can place new or gently used books for our Free
Little Library.
Easter Eggstravaganza
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The Youth and Family Ministry are co-hosting
the Easter Eggstravaganza in the morning of
April 4. This is expected to be a wellattended event with many members and visitors participating. We
are asking for help providing candy and sweet treats to supplement
the event. Any donation of savory or sweet food would be greatly
appreciated. Please bring items to the youth lounge before by Sunday, March 29th.
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University’s collaboration with the Crooked Creek Elementary school is underway. The financial part of the program is funded through a $625.00 grant
from Metro Ministries. Forty-Six (46)-$5.00 gift cards to Star Bucks and
McDonald’s and two (2) $100.00 gift cards to Walmart and Amazon were
purchased and delivered to the school in late December. The $5.00 gift
cards will be used for the school’s Peer to Peer Staff Recognition program,
and the $100 gift cards will allow the school to purchase prizes for the
school’s PBS “Minute to Win It” challenges for the children. The balance of
the grant dollars will be used in February to purchase children’s books from
the United Methodist Women’s (UMW) reading program. The books will be
gifted to the school’s library.
The collaboration also includes getting volunteers into the school to work
with children on improving literacy skills. Eleven (11) church members signed
up for this part of the program which will start the first week in February. Volunteers were able to select the day of the week, grade level, the skill they
want to assist with (reading or writing), how often they want to volunteer, and
even the gender of the student. We are working with the school to create the
best experience for the volunteer and the student. As an added bonus volunteer’s who are UMW have the opportunity to get participation credit in the
UMW’s reading program when reading one of the book’s gifted to the school.
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Sherrae Davis. The
school does require a limited criminal history check, the cost of which they
cover. The authorization forms for the history check are available through
the church office. A schedule of available times is listed below.

Kindergarten
Reading9:3010:45

1st grade:
Reading9:2010:20Writing10:2010:55

2nd
grade:
Reading9:5510:55

3rd grade:
Reading10:30-11:30

Writing8:45-9:25
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4th grade:
Reading9:5510:55
Writing11:4512:40

Continued from Page 5
Special thanks to those volunteering to bring the gift of literacy to children;
Jeanette Booth
Arvetta Turner Colemen
Sherrae Davis
Cynthia Hall
Donna Howard
Darwin May
Edna May
Jacqueline Moore
Larna Spearman
Ethel Thompson
Clara Wooden
If you are volunteering and have not yet received your assignment please
contact Sherrae Davis.
Submitted by Sherrae Davis

Financial Stewardship Seminar
Find out why money management is an essential part of Christian
living, and discover ways you can prepare your finances for all the
good things God has in store for you.

5th grade:
Reading11:25-12:25

On the evening of March 3rd at 6:30pm and again at noon on
March 5th, there will be a Financial Stewardship seminar here at
church.
It will be led by Chartered Financial Planner, Lyndel Moe, along with
Austin Burris of New York Life.
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City Wide Kwanzaa Celebration
Pictures from Citywide Kwanzaa celebration. Joseph Heyward III delivered the opening
UNIVERSAL PRAYER. Liz Odle and Jacque Evans joined Ellen Lane and the dancers of
Young at Heart Senior Line dance group in a joyful audience participation dance. Mr.
Cloice and Mrs. Betty Dotson were honored as Elders of the community. Olin Dotson
introduced his parents to the audience in the main Auditorium of the Central Public
Library on December 26. Komoyaka King was one of the drummers of the Queen
Mother's ensemble keeping the atmosphere charged. Mr. Dotson lit the 1st candle to
start the one week celebration.
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Black History Month at University
–

-

Black History Month at University
We Are Black History! The Children and youth Ministry at University hosted their first annual Black History Living Legend Wax Museum. We hope you had a chance to speak
with Katherine Johnson and Flo-Jo, Wilma Rudolph, John Legend, Janet Jackson,
Michelle Obama, and Michael Johnson just to name a few! Take a guess who will be
visiting us next year. Thank you to all who participated.

Below: DOI discussion of Lift Ev’ry Voice
and Sing led by Betty Dotson

11

Top to Bottom: Wax Museum Ensemble, Zion Chestnut as Surya
Bonaly, Karis Dix as Florence
Joyner, Nico Clark as Michael
Johnson, Ben Walker as Tupak
Shakur, and Joshua Heyward as
Arthur Ashe.
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Black History Month
Central District News – February 18, 2020
Pictured left to right: Taylor Mitchell as Mae Jemison,
Christena Lowery as Angela Davis, and Jordan Nelson-Rogers as Wilma Rudolph.

Dr. Aleze M. Fulbright - Conference Superintendent serving Central District:
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love.” 1 John 4: 7-8 (NRSV)
I'm not saying this is easy or that I’m the best at this. I’m still unlearning all of
the unloving behavior that I’ve participated in. I know how easy it can be for
me to be unloving because I have my triggers just like anyone else. If we
want the Kin-dom to be on Earth as it is in Heaven, then it starts with us in
the Central District. It might be easier to wait for someone else to take the
first step to love, but we have to believe that we are responsible for taking
the lead. Let us love one another because God is love. What the world needs
now, more than ever, is love. No, not just for the neighbor who thinks like me,
but for everyone. If we want to be a Christ-Centered, Community-Connected
and Missionally-Centric let’s start with love…not just for some but for everyone!
FROM/BY: Greg O’Connor, Conference Assistant serving the Central District

Philharmonic Orchestra/Choir Gospel Concert
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The 22nd Annual Gospel concert sponsored by the Indianapolis Philharmonic
Orchestra was held Sunday February 16,
2020 at Pike Performing Arts Center. This
year members of Butler University choral
department as well as young vocal and
dancing artist from The Performing Arts
Conservatory (TPAC) were additions to the
community based Praise Choir. The choral musical selections were written by
African American men and several women who are local and historical. Pictured (l
to r) are University United Methodist
Church members who were in the Praise
Choir Ellen and Henry Lane, Syd and
Lloyd Wallace, and Emory Robinson.

Save The Date: Lay Servant Academy (Spring Session) – April 25, 2020
(Saturday) from 9am-4pm. We, UNIVERSITY UMC, will be the HOST. Pastor
John and our Lay Servants are busy preparing for this special ministry.
Please plan on attending. Meetings for all those interested in attending and
continuing or wanting to serve as Lay Servants will be held in March and
April.
Equalization Members Needed: Are you interested in serving as an Equalization Member during Annual Conference (June 11-13. 2020). Equalization
Members are lay people who are able to vote on business items at Annual
Conference. They ensure there is an equal balance of clergy and lay people
voting. Applications are due by March 1, 2020.
Save The Date&Loc: FISHERS UMC – Saturday, March 21 at 10:00AM (ET)
Please plan to join BISHOP TRIMBLE for a discussion on the State of the
Church. He will share details about the Protocol, offer perspective, and clarify
priorities of the church in Indiana, but he also wants to hear from you. Come
ready to share in this dialogue about the state of The United Methodist
Church.
Continued on Page 15
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Continued from Page 14
SAVE THE DATE: “Life Together” - March 23-24, 2020
“Life Together” is an opportunity for laity and clergy to strengthen their call and
reignite their passion for serving in their communities. The event can be
scheduled through the Central District website and will feature guest speakers
Carlos Whittaker and Amy Cox.
Lenten Breakfast Kickoff 2020:
Theme: “Bread of Life for All”
When: February 29, 2020, 8:00 – 9:15 a.m.
Where: St. Andrew UMC, 2560 Villa Avenue, Indianapolis
Cost: $15/person
Prayer Warriors:
If you would like to give your personal testimony in what the Lord is doing in
your life please join us when the “Prayer Warriors” meet in the small Chapel
following Sunday services. All are welcome. “Jesus is Glorified!”
“Care Team Ministry”:
We are still seeking additional members in need of additional members for the
“Care Team Ministry” of the University UMC “Feed My Sheep Food Pantry.” The
“Care Team” members listen to and end with prayers for each of our guests.
Ministry training is available to any University UMC member. Contact Ann Randall for details and feel free to attend and observe at the next Food Pantry,
March 11th at 5:00p.m. The Food Pantry occurs the 2nd Wednesday of each
month and lasts for approximately 3 hours.
Submitted by Larna Spearman

The Central District is partnering with the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana to
provide a Learning Journey for congregations to explore how best to live out Stewardship Fruitfulness. The learning journey is open to all lay, clergy, and those who are curious. The learning will be led by Rev. Glenn Howell with the UM Foundation of Indiana.
The topics of interest include the theological understanding of stewardship, the nuts
and bolts of creating a culture of generosity, while also engaging in conversations regarding actions for implementation in local congregations.
The next Stewardship Fruitfulness Learning Journey will be April 25, from 10:00 AM 1:30 PM at University UMC (5959 Grandview Drive). If you are interested, please contact the Central District (central.district@inumc.org). There is no cost to attend, as the
Central District is investing in the stewardship fruitfulness of its 110 congregations.
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Girl Scouts Meeting

Acolyte Schedule
1st Sunday—Ryleah Bell
2nd Sunday—Kyndel Gayles/Karis
Dix
3rd Sunday—Trey Heyward/Nico
Clark
4th Sunday—Benjamin Walker/
Alahna Dix

-

-

-

-

Young Lions Meeting
Parent/Guardians, Beginning in March,
Young Lions will begin meeting on Thursday evenings from 6-8 pm instead of Monday’s. This is the same night as the Daughters of Imani meets, and allows us to partner together on certain topics (as applicable) and allows those with children in both
programs and/or attending the new Young
Adult Bible Study that will also begin in
March, to come one night a week. Please
see me or one of the other mentors with
any questions.
Submitted by Joe Heyward

Were you ever a Girl Scout?
Girl Scout Sunday is March 8th and
UUMC Troop 2584 would like to recognize

inclusive
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If you are interested in becoming
an acolyte, please contact Ms.
Kris Walker at 317-418-8802 or
kwalkerguess@gmail.com

New Ministry Young Adult
Bible Study
All Young Adults Ages 20-45
years old are invited to take part
in a unique gathering of believers
for Bible study and fellowship.
Young Adult Bible Study Fellowship will be held each Thursday
from 6:30-8:00pm in the church
library. The first meeting will be
held at 6:30pm on Thursday,
March 5, 2020.

Upcoming Special Service Dates
·
·

·

·

March 4 at 6:30pm—First Wednesday Experience
March 8 at 10am—Children’s Church in youth
lounge
March 22 at 10am—Children’s Church in youth
lounge
April 1 at 6:30pm—First Wednesday Experience

·

Holy Week
April 10 at 6:30pm—Good Friday Passion Service
April 12 at 7:00am-Sunrise Service
April 12 at 8:00am—Breakfast
April 12 at 9:00am—Sunday School
April 12 at 10:00am—Worship Service

·

April 19 at 10:00am–Service of Song and Scripture

·
·
·
·

Paparazzi Patrol
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University United Methodist Church
5959 Grandview Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46228

SUN

MON

TUE

-

THU

March 2020

WED

FRI

—

SAT

—

If you are receiving this newsletter in error, or do not wish to receive further correspondence, please call the church at 317-257-0237.
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